THE   REVOLUTION  IN   RELIGIOUS   IDEAS
hairdressingj with powder, and an excessive use of rouge and
patches; this continued up to the eve of the Revolution, when the
fashion took an abrupt turn in the direction of simplicity.
The change in houses and furniture was more far-reaching.
Large apartments were still used for formal receptions, but ordi-
narily people preferred to live and receive their friends in smaller
rooms, each of which had its own special use, whether as dining-
room, drawing-room, boudoir, or library, and which were better
fitted for conversation and ultimate existence. Stiff, solemn
furniture was replaced by chairs and arm-chairs upholstered in
stuffs, and tapestry by panelling painted in light colours and
decorated with pictures. The essentially French art of furniture-
making was applied to the making of light furniture adapted to
the most fastidious needs - such as sofas, chests of drawers, and
toilet-tables. Following the example of England, the cabinet-
makers used rare woods from distant countries for this purpose -
ebony, mahogany, rosewood, sandalwood, and tulip-wood.
Painting followed a similar course of development. Under
Louis XIV it had assumed an 'academic5, stilted, and conventional
air, but it now returned to the French tradition of simplicity and
naturalness, supplemented by the elegance of Watteau, the grace
of Fragonard, and the truth-to-nature of Chardin. Sculpture
followed the same course. Architecture, which was still dominated
by Italian or antique modelSj was most successful in large groups
of buildings on a rectilinear and symmetrical plan.
jthe revolution in religious ideas
While the organization of society had apparently become stable,
a profound revolution was in preparation in fundamental ideas -
in man's conception of his destiny and place in the world - ideas
which serve as a guide to his practical conduct. This revolution,
which did not as yet affect the mass of the nation, was taking place
ha the world of writers, scholars, and men of letters as well as in
high society among those about the court, great ladies, financiers,
and judicial and administrative officials - a very small but very
influential minority, for it set the fashions and took the lead in the
political and economic life of the whole country.
Unlike the Reformation in the sixteenth century, the new ideas
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